
WHAT ARE THE QUALIFICATIONS 
OF A SURROGATE PARAENT? 

 

A surrogate parent must have knowledge 
and skills that ensure adequate 
representation of the child. A person with 
such knowledge and skills may be a foster 
parent, relative, or a friend in the 
community. To the extent possible, the 
surrogate parent should match the child’s 
cultural and linguistic background. The Ohio 
Department of Education requires that 
surrogates must successfully complete 
training for surrogate to ensure the 
adequate representation of the child. 

 

Someone who is an employee of a State, 
local or any other public agency that is 
involved in the education or care of the child 
cannot be a surrogate. This is because that 
person could have a conflict of interest with 
the child. For example a teacher could not 
be a surrogate because she may be required 
to advocate for services for a child but be 
hesitant to do so because it would create a 
financial burden for her employer. If a child 
is in the custody of children’s services, a 
children services worker could not be a 
surrogate for similar reasons. 

 

To learn more, please contact: 

Fairfield County Educational Service Center 

955 Liberty Dr., Lancaster, OH 43035 

(740) 653-3193 or www.faircoesc.org  

DO I NEED TO BE AN EXPERT? 

 

You do not need to be an expert on educa-
tion. The keys to being an effective surro-
gate parent are: 

 Caring and wanting to do a good job 

 Focusing on the child’s needs, abilities, 
and goals 

 Being willing to be part of a team 

 Being willing to gather information 
from written records and from teachers 
and other people who work with the 
child 

 Listening and asking questions 

 Making positive suggestions 

 Being flexible and trying to find several 
ways to reach a goal or solve a problem 

 

HOW MUCH TIME WILL IT TAKE? 

 

It is hard to predict how much time you 
might spend on surrogate parent duties. For 
example, some school meetings are short; 
however, meetings can get complicated if 
team members disagree about important 
issues. It is important to know that there 
are many people in the school and the 
school district who will be available to help 
you become an effective surrogate parent. 

Surrogate Training will be held on January 

17, 2018  by Joe Farry  at the Fairfield 

County ESC. 

http://www.faircoesc.org


WHAT DOES A SURROGATE 
PARENT ACTUALLY DO? 

 

You may wonder what you would 
actually do as a surrogate parent. A 
surrogate parent does all the things 
that a parent would do as part of the 
IEP process, such as: 

 Becoming familiar with the child’s 
abilities, disabilities, needs, 
services, and goals. (This may 
include observing and talking with 
the child in school, gathering 
information from written records, 
and talking with teachers.) 

 Going to meetings and helping 
the team plan and make decisions 
about the child’s education 

 Signing papers giving consent for 
special education services 

 Asking the school to change the 
child’s special education services 

Attending training sessions 

Remember, a surrogate parent does 
not take care of the child or support 
the child financially. 

 

Use your skills, build relationships—
and see the results in your own 
community and in the life of a child. 

WHO NEEDS A 
SURROGATE PARENT? 

 

A child in special education or Early 
Intervention needs a surrogate parent 
when: 

 No parent can be identified; 

 The school or service provider, 
after reasonable efforts, cannot 
find the child’s parent; 

 The child is a ward of the State 
(and the parent has lost the right 
to make educational decisions); 
or, 

The child is homeless and not in the 
physical custody of a parent or 
guardian 

 

If the child’s natural parent is 
available, the natural parent should 
be making educational decisions for 
the child, unless that parent has lost 
the right to do so under State law. For 
example, a parent who has lost 
permanent custody of his child cannot 
act as a parent, but on whose child is 
temporarily in the custody of the State 
can still act as a parent unless a State 
law prevents him from doing so. 

 

Surrogate parents help our 
community meet the needs of 
exceptional students and fulfill our 
legal obligations. 

WHAT IS A SURROGATE 
PARENT? 

A surrogate parent is a person who is 
appointed to act in the place of a 
child’s natural parent to make 
decisions about the child’s education 
when the child’s natural parent is 
unavailable to make decisions. A 
parent is unavailable when he or she 
cannot be located or when he or she 
chooses not to act as a parent for the 
child. A parent is also unavailable if he 
or she has lost the ability to act as a 
parent by court order. The surrogate 
parent makes decisions for a child with 
a disability in all matters relating to the 
identification, evaluation, and 
educational placement of the child and 
the provision of a free appropriate 
public education to the child. For a 
young child receiving Early 
Intervention services, a surrogate 
makes decisions for the child in all 
matters relating to the provision of 
Early Intervention services. 

 

The student may be a girl or a boy, 
anywhere from 3 to 21 years old. The 
student may have a learning disability, 
a physical impairment, a vision or 
hearing impairment, or other special 
learning needs. The student may live in 
a foster home, a juvenile justice 
facility, or another setting. Though 
each of these students is unique, they 
all need a surrogate parent to work 
with the school to meet their 
educational needs. 


